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On Friday, the 15th of Shafcban, al-IIaj 'All al-Birmawi died;
he was Falconer and in charge of the Privy Purse. He rose
to honours and greatness not hitherto reached by other
Falconers, thanks to Dame Fortune. His death was caused by
a pustule, which formed in his back; he was laid up for twelve
days and then died. He was originally a fellah of Birmah, and
sold calico and carpets, riding on a donkey, till Providence
opened a door for him. He never did anyone any harm,
and was of a gentle and very humble disposition. After his
death he was found to have been the possessor of five hundred
thousand, six hundred dinars in gold, about forty-five brood
mares and camels, one hundred head of bufEalo. one thousand
sheep, four hundred oxen at his irrigation wheels, and property
of still greater value than what is enumerated above. The
total amount of his property was valued at one hundred
thousand dinars.

On Saturday, the 16th, came news of the great catastrophe
which had overwhelmed the whole country. After a long
absence of news of the Sultan and his army, a letter was
brought by a runner alone from Amir 'Allan Sub-Dawadar,
one of the Chief Amirs, telling that the Sultan believed and
disbelieved by turns in Selim Shah Ibn 'Othmau, till finally
Moghul Bey, Dawadar Sikkin, arrived in a sorry plight wearing
a mouldy cap without a tassel (?), an ancient dirty corslet (?)
on his body, and riding on a wretched jade of a horse.

He had been deprived of his horses, baggage, and clothing.
He brought the news that Ibn 'Othman had refused to make
peace, and had said to him : " Tell your master that he can
meet us on Merj Dabek." He also said that Ibn 'Othman
had put him in irons and wanted to shave off his beard,
and had sent him to be hung on three occasions, but that
some of his ministers had interceded for him. He had
made him carry horse-dung in a basket on his head, and
had subjected him to other insults and terrors.

When the Sultan heard this he realized the seriousness of
the quarrel between himself and Ibn 'Othman. It was said